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TES ROLE OF THE DENTAL PROFISSIOMN IN STATE AND 
LOCAL TAL HEALTE PROGRAMS* 


Allen 0, Gruebbel, D.D.S., 
Chicago 


/ 


Dental health programs are gaining in popularity because they now can ‘prod 
uce dramatic results in a relatively short period of time, Zor many years, the 
prospects were not very bright for achieving a large scale reduction of the den. 
tal disease problem, With the development of new preventive procedures, better , 
dental health education and improvements in dental practice, the outlook for the 
future is much more ontimistic, This improved state of affairs is the result of 
teamwork in which the dentist in private practice, the dentist as a citizen and 
the dentist as a member of the dental society has played imvortant roles, 


Long before health departments and other public agencies carried out dental 
health activities as a part of their routine work, community dental programs 
were established by public.spirited dental practitioners and dental societies, 
From the very See, the movement originated with the dental arene 


itself, 


Although some of the first community programs may not have been as’ success- 
ful as many are today, they served at least two useful purposes: first, . they 
provided a background of experience for other programs that were to follow; 
second, they served to focus attention on the fact that the dental society can 
provide valuable services to all people in the community in addition to servicer 


to its members, 


The "Principles of Zthics" of the American Dental Association contains an 
important provision for interpretation of the role of the dental profession in 
state and local dental health programs, Section 4, Leadership under "The 
Dentist's Duties to the Public" reads as follows: 


The dentist has the obligation of providing freely of his skills, 
knowledge and experience to society in those fields in which his 
qualifications entitle him to speak with professional competence, 
The dentist should be a leader in his commmity, especially in all 
efforts leading to the improvement of the dental health of the — 

public, 


Leadership, or the lack of it, by the dental profession almost always 
determines the existence of a successful or unsuccessfui community dental healti 
program, It is extremely unlikely that one could find a community with a suc~ 
cesszul dental health program in which the dental society is not providing 


leadership in some manner, 


“Presented at the meeting of the Dental’Eealth Section, American Public Health 
Association, Southern Branch, April 17, 1952, Baltimore, Maryland, 


“Secretary, Council on Dental Health, American Dental Association, 
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The dental profession has an obligation to the public to assist in the 
plaming of dental heaith programs, Since the word "planning," in a strict 
sense, usually is thought of as the first step in devising or projectins a 
method or course of action, one is likely to have the mistaken notion that the 
planning process is no longer as important once the initial decisions have been 
reached, A dental health program may be an extremely successful one in the 
beginning, but unless the plan under which it is operated is re-eramined and 

_ revised to meet new needs and. changing situations, the nrogram may not contin’e 
_to be good in future years, Planning, therefore, is a continuing process and 
one in which the dental society should assume a great deal of responsibility 


and leadership, 


In 1949, the House of Delegates of the American Dental Association addon‘ ed 
"A Dental Heelth Program for the Community, State and Nation," Six stens for 

- developing a community dental health vrogram, ali of which are related in one 
way or another to the role of the dental society, are recommended, These six 


stens are: 


1. A conference of key nersons in a community should be called to 
develop a plan of action, 


2. <A procedure should be developed for the appraisal of the comm 
nity's dental health needs and resources, 


The general public, and community leaders in particular, should 
be made aware of existing dental health needs through publicity 


and group meetings, 


The local dental society should be consulted to obtain advice 
on technical and professional matters, 


A plan based on dental health education, prevention of dental 
disease, and dental care for children should be adonted after 
it has been related to the needs of the community, 


6, The responsibility for administering the vrogram should be 
delegated to the individuals and agencies best suited to this 


task, 


No single type of dental health program is suitable for every community, 
Conditions vary so widely in different areas that it would not be nossible or 
desirable to establish a standard pattern for all communities, However, in 
developing a dental health plan, a number of important considerations should be 
kept in mind, particularly as they are related to the role of the dental 


society, 


No profession can fulfill its obligations to society unless the members 
of that profession keen themselves informed of new lmowledge and currently 

accepted methods of practice, Since an informed dental profession is an impor- 
tant requisite in planning and executing a community dental health program, the 
dental society should encourage the establishment of facilities for the contin-— 
uing education of dentists, particularly in the fields of preventive dentistry 


and dentistry for children, 
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sven though a dentist may not be a member of a committee of his dental 
society or of a community health council or similar organization, he can help 
by obtaining the supnort of his private dental patients, some of whom may be 
influential in community affairs, The dissemination of authentic information 
about fluoridation is a good example of what a dentist can do in his own office 
as a contribution to community planning for dental health, 


The dental society should make dental health education one of the first ‘ 
aims in planning a dental health program, It should be kept in mind, however, 
that if facilities for dental care, particularly for children, are not available 
to all who want it, health education tends to create a demand that cannot be 
met, Itis 41 logical to urge all children to visit a dentist at sideoinsicts inter- 
vals unless resources for dental care are available to them, 


Although there are still a few dentists in ceneral practice who do not 
accept child patients as readily as they accept adulis, the trend toward greater 
emphasis on dentistry for children is an encouraging one, The dental society 
can make a.major contribution to the success of the cormunity dental health 
program by keeping dental.services for children constantly in the forefront of 
school and community health activities and the continuing educational program 
for. the profession, 


Another inmortant consideration is the importance of encouraging versonal 
responsibility for dental care, The dental program will be of much greater 

benefit to individual citizens and to the community as a whole if it is designed 
to help people help themselves in contrast to the tendency so prevalent today of 
encouraging dependency on others, 


Finally, the dental profession should enlist the aid of other community 

_ grouns interested in the vromotion of health, Other health nrofessions and the 
general public also have a stake in the dental program, In addition to the help 
other groups cen sive, working together on a health problem for the good of the 
whole community provides an educational ceynesanee for those whose main interests 

may lie elsewhere, 


Dr, George 3, Yincent,~ former president of the Rockefeller Foundation, 
brought into sharp focus the need for wnity of action when he said: 


The health of the communi ty is, after all, not a group of special re 
interests, It is essentially H single interest with different | 
‘aspects, To exalt one of them, to get it out of focus, and to urge | 
it at the expense of other essential factors, is unscientific, 

wasteful and misleading, Only as the essential unity of the task 

is recognized and as those who represent different phases work ; 
together in constant conference and in accordance with a comprehensive 
program cen the best results be secured. 


There are many favorable sims to indicate that the dental profession is 
showing a much greater interest in community and state dental health programs, 
One of the strongest indications of this increasing interest is the growing 


Lyon, Yolande, 'Steoping stones to a health council, MNew York, National 
Health Council, 1949, p. 2. 
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trend of dental societies to engage in various types of dental health © 
activities, These activities include trial programs as study projects, 
seminars or workshons in dental health planning, production and distribution 
of various types of dental health education material, orgenization of 

, speakers!’ bureaus, consultation with health department officials and school 
administrators in the development of better school and public health serv 
ices, radio and television programs, exhibits and demonstration x-ray 
clinics at fairs and the promotion of Children's Dental Health Days and 
Weeks, All of these activities help to create a greater aporeciation for 
dental health and help to utilize more fully resources that are available 
for the prevention and treatment of dental disease, 


To illustrate what the dental profession is doing to sunplement the 
vork of state and locai health departments, I should like to outline briefly 
the dental health activities of the state dental societies in California and 
Tennessee, Other state dental societies are doing similar work but obviously 
it is not possible to mention all of them, 


The CaliforniaState Dental Association employs a public relations 
agency which works closcly with the Dental Health Education Committee of 
‘the Association, The committee is made up of anproximately 140 members 
from all sections of the state in crder that every community will have 
access to the dental health services of the society, In addition, members 
of the committee obtain the assistance of civic organizations, thereby 
greatly increasing the number of pnecple who can aid in a community dental 
health project, During Children's Dentel Health Week last year, 263,000 
dental health leaflets were distributed throuzh the various component soci- 
eties, One thousand posters were displayed in public tr ansportation vehicles, 
There were 30 radio transcrintions, 20 radio interviews and 5 television 
showings, A total of 2,292 column inches of ne: wspaner space was devoted + 
various dental health subjects, 


Another immortant phase of Children's Dental Health Veek was a seminar 
on dentistry for children that was attended largely by centists, The dental 
society in California recognizes that an educational program should be 
directed to the dental profession as well as to the public since information 
is needed by both groupe, 


Fluoridation of public veter supnvlies is receiving a considerable 
amount of attention by dental practitioners as citizens of the community 
and by the dental society as a vrofessional organization interested in 
improving the health of the public. Granted that there are still many 
things to be learned about the technics most effective in obtaining avproval 
of fluoridation, the California State Dental Association has found that one 
method that will produce effective results is the organization of a citizens! 
committee for fluoridation, The citizens! committee, with the assistance of 
the dental society, procures the sunport of a11 of the vrominent community 
organizations for fluoridation, The problem of overcoming unjustified oppo— 
sition to fluoridation is a critical one in many areas, The dental profes— 
sion and health departments are gaining experience, but in addition to 
experience the problem needs to be studied seriously, probably through the 
medium of a carefully conducted scientific investigation, 
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The California State Dental Association also uses mobile displays which 
are taken from one community to another, The mobile units are in great demand 
by school teachers and local health workers, The use of the mobile displays 

has resulted in a demand for teaching material for classroom instruction, 


Another activity which has had unusual success is the bitewing x-ray dem- 
onstration at the state fair, During the 1951 California State Fair, 2,983 
children were given bitewing x-ray inspections, The daily average was 271 
children or one child during each two minutes and 36 seconds the demonstration 
was in operation, In addition, it was estimated that a half million people 
saw the demonstration and the accompanying exhibit, A double film pack was . 
used in the x-ray demonstration, One copy of the film was mailed to the 
parents who were urged to take the radiograms to a dentist of their choice for 
interpretation and for any necessary dental treatment, The second copy of the 
film was used by the state division of dental health, a co—sponsor of the 
demonstration, and the dental college for statistical analysis, 


Another outstanding accomplishment has been the inauguration of a postpay— 
ment plan for dental care, During the first seven and one-half months of opvera- 
tion, nearly three quarters of a million dollars was financed for dental. 
treatment for individuals who othervise might not have been able to. purchase 


dental care, 


The Southern California State Dental Association also has developed an 
extensive dental health education plan, One of its main purposes is to encour— 
age as many dental practitioners as possible to particinate in educational 
activities in their own communities, The component societies have speakers! 
bureaus so that properly qualified dentists are available for lectures, discus~. 

.. gions and speeches before lay groups, A large volume of educational material 

<» is distributed, Some of this material is produced by the state association and 
some is obtained from the American Dental Association, The Southern California 

State Dental Asso¢iation has invested a considerable amount of money in a series 
of transcriptions for use on radio stations and in schools, 


| A film ves vroduced which is used not only in California but in most of 
the other states as well, A second motion picture is in the process of produc- 
tion and will be available for film showings as well as television programs, 


A series of dental health exhibits produced by the Cleveland Health 
~~ Museum is in constant ‘use at county fairs, conventions and in school systems, 


Avproximately 150,000 pamphlets are distributed annually, A new nro ject 
is being developed to send 300,000 pamphlets to the members of the state 
society for use in dental reception rooms and for dental health education | 

purposes. This project will be enlarged so that more than @ million pamphlets 


will be distributed the next few months, — es 


As in other sections of the-country, fluoridation of public water sunplies 
is being sunported by the dental nrofession in Southern California, 


‘The.Southern California State Dental Association also sponsored @ confer- 
ence on dental health in February 1951, The purposes of the conference were 
(1) to develop interest on the part of all members in aeaees health education; 
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(2) to stimulate interest in the development of a common plan of action for 
irmroved dental health education, and (3) to effect greater coordination 
among the various components in sunnorting the continuous program of dental 
health education of the Southern California State Dental Association, 


‘The work of the Tennessee State Dental Association is another typical 
exemmle of the interest of the dental profession in furthering the develop- 
ment of commumity dental health programs, 


The dental health workshops held annually since 1949 have been excep— 
tionally successful, All interested persons, lay or professional, are 
invited to attend the meetings, Some of the accomplishments of these work- 
shops have been as follows: 


1, Dental clinics were established in five Tennessee communities, 
(Knoxville, Svringfield, Chattanooga, lfurfreesboro and Jacl-son) 
supervised and staffed by local dentists, : 


2. The school for dental hyrienists at the University of Tennessee 
Collese of Dentistry was reopened, 


3. Dental services in general hospitals in Tennessee were established, 


4, Dental clinic services in the newly erected state T, B, hospital 
were inaugurated, 


5 Dental clinics in health centers of Temessee were instituted, 


6, Three modile dental units were purchased by ilemphis, Nashville 
and Davidson counties, 


The vori-shop held in January 1952 was devoted mainly to the fluoridation 
of public water supplies and resulted in plans for a number of fluoridation 
projects in Tennessee, 


The Tennessee State Dental Association works closely with the State 
Department of Jducation for the development of more effective dental health 
instruction in schools, 


The state society participates in the National Children's Dental Health 
Day program and plans are underway to bring the benefits of this annual 
ovservance to every section of the state, The state society also sponsors — 
a postgraduate seminar for dentists each year, These seminars stress pre- 
ventive dentistry and dental services for children, 


Throucsh its nublic relations committee, the state society obtained more 
then 2,000 column inches of newspaner space in the state during 1951 on 
various dental health subjects, The society sponsors exhibits at fairs and 
educational meetings at various community gatherings, 


Special consideration is being given to the establishment of additional 
postpayment plans, Two of the component societies have such plans in opera- 


_ tion at the present time, 
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Before concluding my remarks about some of the things that are going on in 
Tennessee, I should add that the dental unit of the state health department is 
an important cog in the operation of the over-all plan of action, as it is in 
many other states, When I obtained information for this paper from the Tennessee 
State Dental Association, the executive secretary included the following sigif- 
icant statement: 


Tennessee is fortunate in having an outstanding dental health division 
within the State Health Department, staffed with very efficient end 
aggressive personnel, You are familiar with this situation, but I 
believe that if I were called upon to name one essential element neces— 
sary for the promotion of dental health in a state, it would be a 
strong dental health division within the Health Department, 


These examples illustrate the wide variety of activities in ‘which the~ 
dental vrofession and its dental organizations presently are particinating on 
both state-wide and local bases, It should be emphasized that this work not 
only results in many worthwhile accomplishments but also swuoplements and 
strengthens the dental health program of the local and state health departments, 


In summary, then, the most important role of the dental profession in com 
munity and state dental health programs is leadership: leadership in studying 
and analyzing the dental health problems and resources that are needed to solve 
them; leadership in the establishment of facilities for the continuing education 
of dentists in matters concerned with the dental health of the public in general, 
and dental health services for children in particular; leadershin. in procuring 
the cooperating and active sunport of other nvrofessional and civic organizations, 
and leadership in the adoption of community plans which are best suited to meet 
the needs of the community and whose primary objective is the hishest possible 
level of dental health of the public, 
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ROLS OF STATS DEPARTS OF IN 
LOCAL HEALTH PROGRANS* 


* 
Carl L, Sebelius, D.D.S., 


The rcle played by the personnel of State Departments of Zealth in Local’ 
‘Dental Heaith Programs should be that of an assister, en encourager, a guider, 
a helper, @ promoter, a stimulator and even a necdier, The role nlayed by 


State department croups should not be of a teller cr dictator type, 


At the third annual meeting of the State Dental Directors with the U. S. 
Public Health Service and the Children's Bureau in June 1950, Dr. Dorothy. 
ilyswander set forth six principles which should be most helnful to those 
interested in ways and means of promoting cormunity dental health programs, 
These principles are certainly most helpful guides to be follo:red by any 
individual called upon to aid local groups plén end carry out their own 
dental health program, ‘Thege principles are as follows? 


1,’ You can't plan a program for other neople, 
- You plan a procram with other people, 


2. When you ask others to help plan a prosram and to take 

. responsivility, you will inevitably fing that the commmity 
and those pecr?.e will invest more time and money in the 
program than in any plan you have sold them on which you 
asled for time and certain money, 


3. People are no* convir.ced by what cther neople tell them, 
They are convinced by what they find out for thenseives, 


4, ‘Te need, in our programs in the health ficla, to tap 
services and the good will of people who have not been 
worked to death in other program, 


5- Community planning is slower, but its results last longer, 


6, very health service can be a springboard for sound education, - 


It mizht be time well spent to explore how the minds of people react to a 
new idea, 1t is certain that, regardless of how carerul you are in making 
plans and the procedures to be followed in a given program, there is a 
possibility that the first individual contacted will not wish to be bothered 
with the new idea, thcush it be ccatrolied water fluoridation, a dental 
trailer program or @ sinilar activity. Dr. Valter Canon, an eminent physi- 
ologist, has this to say about the concept of a new idea: 


“Paper read at Dectal Section of the Southern Branch American Publi¢ Health 
Association at the twenty-first annual meeting, Eaitimore, Anril 17, 1952. 


““Director of Dental Hygiene Service, Tennessee Department of Public Health, 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
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"It is quite natural for the wmenterprising intelligence to find a comfort— 
able security and serenity in a set of conventional opinions which have been 
satisfactorily prearranged, The unusual is promptly dismissed because it does 
not fit into the established plan,. To persons who live according to pattern, 
adventures in ideas are ‘impossible, Actually, we dwell in a world which is not 
settled, not stationary, not finally immobilized, It presents all manner of 
possibilities of novel and unprecedented combinations and readjustments, | Con-~ 
sequently, wisdom counsels find our minds open and recipient, hospitable to new_ 
views and fresh advances, We err if we dismiss the extraordinary aspects of 
experience as unworthy of attention; they may be the little begimings of trails 
leading to unexplored heights of human progress," 


I am sure that we all know very well the serenity and security of having ; 
an established plan with conventional opinions which, if disturbed, may be up— i 
setting to us, “or instance, a waterworks operator who, though not well versed 
in dental fact as far as research in controlled fluoridation is concerned, may , 
take the opportunity to let it be known that the dental profession does not have j 
proof that fluoride added to water is safe, He surely may have an upsetting 
effect similar to that which the over-ambitious state dental director may have f 
on @ county health officer if he is told what he should do in his county, There i 
should be no blueprint dental program at the State level, since planning a &g 
dental program at the local level is so very important, and the state personnel 
should serve as mentioned in the begiming as guiders, helpers, assisters or 
even needlers, Dr. Thomas Hagan has recently used the term "purposeless , 
activity." Mo doubt much of the time spent at the local level by members of g 
the Dental Division of aState is just that unless they follow certain well— 
established principles in the field of health education and human relations, 


: I think that it would be time well spent to mention a few examples of how 
State Health Departments may assist local departments with activities in the i, 
fields of dental health education, preventive dental services, remedial care, i a 

end methods of evaluation, 


EFealth Dducatio 


Dent 


Dental health education activities should be directed primarily to four 
groups in the community: lay and school grouns, public health workers, and the 
dentists, An effective method often used to stimulate local interest in dental 
health is by means of the school or preschool demonstration where personnel 
assigned by the State health department may cive group talks, show motion pic~ 
tures, have parent consultations and give clinical demonstrations, Other dental 
health activities may consist of providing dental literature and the loaning of 
dental health films to county health departments, The dental officer or dental 
hyzienist, by participating in local conferences on dental health, discussing 
such subjects as water fluoridation, the role of carbohydrates in dental decay 
or the need for more adequate dental service, may start local groups thinking 
and planning for a more adequate dental program in the community. 


It is essential that the dentists of the community have an active interest | 
in the local program, The dentist who has participated in a local program, has 
attended one or more dental health workshops or has actively promoted dental 
health day is usually much more interested in the dental health of the children 
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in his community than the dentist who has shown no interest in such activitics, 
A postgraduate seminar program can be a most effective means of informing 
local dentists, as well as public health workers, of the latest knowledge 

in dental practice and procedures, The bite-wing x-ray program is another | 
example of a procedure used to develop interest in more adequate care of 

the children's teeth at the local level, 


Preventive Dental Services 


The development of topical fluoride programs, the promotion of con- 
trolled water fluoridation and carbohydrate control are the main activities 
in the field of preventive dental programs, Many examples may be given 
which show how state health department personnel my assist with the develop— 
ment of these local activities, Recently, all the children in a large 
school in a low-economic area received topical fluoride treatments through 
the efforts of the local P.T.A, who paid for the_services rendered by the 
dental hygienists of the city at the school on a per-hour basis. The dental 
hygienist at the state level arranged the details of the program and the 
supervision and equipment was fumished by the state health department, The 
project was considered a real achievement by all concerned and was a learning 
experience for the hygienists as well as those who planned the program, 


The promotion of controlled fluoridation should be a carefully coordi- 
nated program with the local groups actually carrying a major load, The 
state health department cah serve 4s a source of information and can provide 
leadership of the type whick gives the local group a maximum opportunity to 
carry through in their own community. An example would be a recent Dental 
Health Workshop conducted by a state dental association which had as their 
theme, "Help Yourself to Water Fluoridation," A major portion of the 
factual presentation on the program was given by the state dental director, 

_ the assistant director of the Division of Sanitary Engineering, and the 
commissioner of health, The proceedings have been published and now can 
serve as sources of reference for use at the local level, Following the 
meeting, the Junior Chamber of Commerce at the state level adopted fluorida- 

tion as a state-wide project, 


As an example of carbohydrate control measures, a student council in 
a large high school recently voted to ban the sale of candy and sweetened 
drinks at the school following the visit of the dental hygiene consultant, 


medial t 


The state health department can assist in the organization, the 
physical set-up and the operation of a remedial dental program, Again by 

. serving as an encourager, guider and promoter, the local program can be 
assisted by suggesting possible plens of organization, supplying lists of 
equipment and supplies, and aiding with the location and the financing of 
the clinic, The state department can do much by making dental facilities 
an almost must, for each health center built under the provisions of the 
Hill—Burton Hospital Act, The state department can again be of assistance_ 
by aiding in the securing of personnel, assist with the establishing of a 

‘routine to be followed in the program, and by providing consultant services 
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upon request. The loan of portable equipment to a dentist so that he may work 
in the schools is a way of oftentimes interesting him in the development of a 
more complete local dental program, 


Evalvation 


The state department personnel can be of great service in local program 
development by supplying forms which will aid as an evaluation tool, Statis- 
tical county summaries of dental findings may be most useful in showing the 
need for a well-organized dental program, At this time the pre-fluoridation 
dental examinations are important and need to be made in every community where 
there is controiled fluoridation of the water, State department personnel can 
assist with the obtaining of this important base line data, 


Summary 

‘ As you already realize from this brief presentation, much has been left 
out, with little said about special projects, industrial dental programs and 
many other activities. 


It can be stated again that no blueprints are needed in the development of 
a dental program, Sound dental health education principles should be followed 
and we do need to understand the dental needs of the community, It is essential 
that the dentists, school and health officials, lay workers and other organiza~ 
tional groups be included, It is important that there be good leadership, and 
it is finally necessary that there be a working out, coordinating and _developing 
of plans to meet these needs, In omer to obtain the best results, motivation 
must come from individuals in the community, and that asking questions of people 
is an effective way to get to them The role ‘played by the state level’ person— 
nel should be that of an assister, encourager, guider, helper, promoter, 
stimulator and needler, 


It is certainly of great satisfaction to the dental health personnel of a 
state-health department to see local groups plan and do things for themselves, 
They are more pleased with their results and their programs are usu@lly the 


most lasting, 
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THS ROLS OF A DSNTAL HYGISNIST IN A 
LOCAL DENTAL HUALTH PROGRAM* 


Louise C, Coira, 2,D.H, 


_ Before discussing the topic of what part a dental hygienist should play 
in a local dental health program, I believe it would be worthwhile to go 
back to the time the need for dental hygienists was recognized, 


To Alfred ©, Fones of Bridgeport, Connecticut, goes the credit for the. 
introduction of dental hygienists; however, the basi¢ idea of the dental 
hygienist dates back to the early 1880's, when Rhein’ suggested that dentists 
undertake to train women as ‘dental nurses to cooperate with dentists in 
cleaning and polishing the teeth, massaging the gums, and applying remedial 
agents—under specific prescriptions and directions of the attending 
stomatologists."” C. M. Wright of Cincinnati, Ohio, presented the best con- 
ception of the scope of dental hygienists in "1887," He saw the déntal 
hygienist of the future as a factor in public health when he said, "The 

: operation suggested is more directly in the line of preventive medicine, 
with all that this applies, than any other in the scope of prophylaxis 
that I can think of, such as boiled water, ventilation, diet and bathing, 
Imagine a room full of children, as they are now in any school, public or 
private, in regard to surgically clean mouths, and the same children after 
a thorough polishing of all their teeth, Here is an opportunity for 


miss sionary work," 


Wright also realized that proper legislation would be necessary for 
the releeevine of the dental hygienist's practice, Dr. Fones wrote in 

192637 "Unquestionably, Dr. Wright must be given credit as the first one 
hat have visualized properly the onwes hygienist as we know her today." 


‘In 1903, Rhein’ saw an economic reason for the training of "dental 
nurses," He presented as the consensus of professional opinion the fact 
that "the busy practitioner cannot give up his valuable time for this 
tedious, monotonous labor, important as it may be for saving teeth," He 
presented the following three reasons why dentists should favor their 
introduction into dental practice: First, it will tend toward the public 
good, Second, it will open to women a new vocation second to none in 
desirability, Third, it will materially aid the stomatologist in the 
quality of his results. This attempt to legalize the dental nurse did 
not materialize until 1916, thirteen years later, 


Through the efforts of Dr, Fones, a bill was introduced before the 
Connecticut State Legislature to the effect that dentists be allowed to 


“Presented at the Twenty-first Anntal Meeting of’ the Southern Branch; 
American Public Health Association, at Raltimore, Maryland, April 17, 1952. 


** supervising Dental Health Hducetor, Bureau of Dental Health, Pennsylvania 
State Dept, of Health, Harrisburg, Vonneylveaia, 
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employ licensed, trained assistants for prophylactic work "in the immediate 
presence of and directly under the supervision of registered or licensed 
dentists," The adoption of this bill embodying the suggestion of Fones was the 
first legalization of the practice of dental hygiene and paved the way for the 
introduction of the "Dental Hygienist" as a licensed practitioner of prophylactic 
dentistry, 


_ It occurred to Dr. Fones that dental prophylaxis and mouth hygiene should 
be made a regular feature of public school health education and care, In order 
to put his idea into practice, Fones undertook to train dental hygienists for 
this purpose and opened the first training school for dental hygienists, 


The growth of the dental hygienist as a factor in preventive dentistry did 
not occur without opposition from various.members of the dental profession who, 
under the mistaken conception of the purpose of ~the dental hygienist, saw in her 
a growing competitor to the dentist, As a matter of fact, the dental hygienist 
is really an ally of the dentist: she should be considered an entity in dental - 
health service, a co-worker, rather than a substitute for the dentist, 


_ Many states and cities have undertaken to provide organized preventive 
dental health education and care for school children, The dental hygienist in 
the public schools should be on a par educationally with the public school 
teacher, The dental hygienist has a different approach from that of the 
teacher, The hygienist, appearing in a uniform which the children’ may admire 
or fear, arouses their interest by means of stories, rhymes, songs, plays, 
dramatizations and toothbrush drills, She hopefully creates a desire in the 
child to have clean teeth and teaches him correct diet, Children have been 
known to start cleansing their teeth even before coming into actual contact 
with the hygienist, because they have heard that she was coming and that they 
were to have their teeth examined and cleaned, ' 


Every person who, in any way, is a part of a child's everyday life has 
some effect on him, A dental hygienist who works directly with children has 
the opportunity in every contact, to leave with a child the feeling of, "here 
is one person who is a friend," or one who is not, The influence of the. school 
dental hygienist extends to the school teacher and to the parents of the child~ 
ren, who relate at ‘home things that occur in school, ‘The hygienist comes in 
contact, as a rule, with small groups or with the individual; therefore she 
is an ‘important factor in public dental health administration, In a situation 
such ag this, where time and numbers are important; where these pressures ani 
others, such as the anxieties which may find expression in the focal point of 
dental work, test patience, endurance, and emotions; and where a dental hygien- 
ist may be made to feel that her work interrupts school routine, by those who 

- have tangible evidence of the lack of dental hygienic personnel in an earlier 
day—in these circumstances, the dental hygienist must be convinced of the 
importance of her job, Only with this conviction of the importance of her own 
job responsibilities, will she be able to convey this feeling either to school. 
personnel or to the children themselves, The dental health program is the 

responsibility of the dental hygienist, but the success of her program requires 

the co-operation of the nurse, teacher and all other school officials, as well 
as the dental profession, 


When time does not permit the hygienist to take care of the necessary edu- 
cational phase of her program, she should seek the aid of the teachers and be & 
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source of information to them, Dental Health can be correlated with other 
subjects such as English in essay writing, through Art in poster making 
and other creative subjects such as Music. The use of health words can be 
injected into spelling lessons, Simple mathematical problems can be given 
in relation to the number of teeth, For stufents in the higher grades, 
Junior and Senior high, foods and the formation of acids in relation to 
dental caries can be discussed in Chemistry and Home Economic classes, The 
class room teacher is a great help to the dental hygienist in helping with 
promotional activities in order to encourage and motivate the child to brush 
teeth regularly or to have corrections made, 


Finally the dental hygienist should let it be known in the community 
that she is available to address lay audiences such as P.T.A, and Service 
Clubs, on dental health in a manner that will be understood by those having 
no special kmowledge of this subject, Seeking their aid and cooperation in 
securing dental corrections is most important in a local dental health 
program, She should remember at all times that close contact with the 
dental profession is vital to her program, She should present tentative 
plans to the dentists or dental society and ask for suggestions and coonera- 
tion, Their cooperation is the foundation on which the success of the 


dental health program will depend, 


Follow-up work is another important duty of a school dental hygienist, 
It is not enough just to send notices home to the parents notifying them 
of the corrections needed, However, there should be some agreement between 
the hygienist, nurse and other school personnel that make home visits, Too 
much door Inocking can lessen the effect of a successful home visit, ; 
Notices to parents complimenting them'on the condition of the child's 

mouth when corrections have been made, or even if no corrections are needed, 
is another way of establishing @ friendly relationship between the hygienist 


and parent, 


In referring back to the beginning of this paper, you remember it was 
C. M, Wright who saw the dental hygienist as a factor in preventive medicine 
and it was M, L. Rhein who saw an economic reason for training dental 
hygienists, Today, one of the most widely discussed means of dental caries 
prevention is the topical application of Sodium Fluoride, The dental 
hygienist in a local dental health program should include this preventive 
measure in her school program, It will tend toward the public good, econom 
ically, and it relieves the dentist of the tedious, monotonous labor, 
although important, and gives him more time for those operations that only 


a dentist can perform, 


I also mentioned crouhienin. that time and numbers are important to a 
dental hygienist, Not every pupil can be given these treatments in a school’ 
year, therefore, one grade or perhaps two, depending on the grade enrollment, 
can be selected, Since these treatments are recommended at the ages of seven 
and ten, because of the changing dentition, most pupils of this age group 
will be found in grades two and five. Some hygienists find they can only 
treat one student at a time, however, the so-called "gang technique" can be 
used effectively, By that I mean, after the teeth are isolated by cotton 
rolls, dried, and the fluoride solution is applied, while this solution is 
drying for the necessary three minutes, the dental hygienist can start the 
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By this time the first 


treatment on the second patient then on to the third, 
patient that was treated is completed, 


I believe at this point we can summarize and say that a local dental health 
program is composed of three principles: 


1, Zducation 
2. Prevention 
3. Correction 


The objectives of a dental health program should be: 


1. Help everyone to appreciate the importance of a healthy 
mouth and of the relationship between dental health and 
general health, 


2, Zncourage the observance of dental health practices, 
which are personal care, professicnal cavc, proper diet 
and oral habits, 


3. Enlist the aid of all groups, agensies and dental i 
profession in the promotion of dental health, li 


At the present time there are 143 dental hygienists employed in the public 
schools of Pennsylvania, These hygienists serve 132 districts, The dental 
health programs in these 132 districts follow the principles previously men- 
tioned, Zducation, Prevention, and Correction, However, there are many diss 
tricts that have a Corrective clinic and a Sodium Fluoride program but do not 
employ a dental hygienist, 


On the staff of the Bureau of Dental Health there are six dental hygienists 
who are classified by the Civil Service Commission as dental health educators, 
One of the duties of four of these dental health educators is contacting the 
public school dental hygienists at least once every year for the purpose of 
advising them and helping them in every way possible, The Bureau of Dental 
Health also conducts a Sodium Fluoride program and a Pre-school program, the 
work of both performed by dental hygienists, 


All of these hygienists mentioned, both in public schools and on the staff 
of the Bureau of Dental Health, have had training in the field of Education in 
addition to their course in Dental Hygiene. The 14 State Teachers Colleges in 
Pennsylvania are now recognizing the courses in Dental Hygiene and have set up 
a curriculum in order that a dental hygienist may receive her degree, 


The requirements for a dental hygienist are mostly of an educational 
character, It is apparent, then, that in the training of the dental hygienist 
stress must be laid on her value as a dental public health worker rather thm 
as a technician whose main function is to cleanse teeth, 
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In this issue of the Bulletin are: eee ys three of four presentations 
made on the program of the Dental Section of the A.P.H.A. Southern Branch at 
its recent annual meeting in Baltimore, . The fourth presentation, by Dr. W, P, 
Kroschel, was made from notes although is not 


available for publication, 


Aside from excellence and aside from an editorial inclination to secure 
material to fill these pages, there is another reason for being happy at having 
these papers for publication, That reason is the limited number of persons 
present at the Baltimore meeting to hear them, They are deserving of a larger 
audience, Publication provides that larger "audience," But having to provide 
a wider spread medium of communication raises the questions of meetings, their 
number and their unfortunately limited attendance, 


That there are too many meetings may be stated without reflecting on their 
calibre, There are too many meetings from the standpoints of the time, the 
expense and the physical exertion involved in attending them, There are too 
many meetings to vermit (if all are attended) the application in one's day by 
day "job" of the excellent ideas gained from both the formal presentations and 
the informal "bull sessions" of which meetings are comprised, Individuals 
can't, don't and shouldn't attend all meetings. 


But it is not suggested that meetings be discontinued, To do so would be 
calamitous, Rather, we would like to make the point that limited attendance 
need not be deemed as measuring the value of a meeting or of the ideas therein 
expressed, Not many were present to hear Lincoln deliver his Gettysburg 
address, 


WATSR FLUORIDATION 


Were it not for the use to which it is put the argument (of those opposed 
to water fluoridation) that the dental profession endorses this health measure 
because of "owning stock in the chemical companies that supply the fluoride" 
could be considered so absurd as to be amusing, And the designation of fluori-— 
dation proponents as "exponents of regimentation," as "Communists" and as 
“tamperers with God's water" while manifestly absurd-is not mirth provoking 
when it results in successful opposition to this valwble health measure, So 
let us not merely smile, Let us, as the Journal of the American Dental Associa— 
tion editorially suggests, "Be concerned," s 


Let us be concerned because the very absurdity of such opposition indicates 
the improbability of changing the opinions of that segment of the opposition, 
We may hope that time and the restatement of scientific evidence supporting the 


on 
i 


validity, the benefits, the harmlessness of controlled fluoridation, will change 
the opinions of those who now believe they are justified in temporarily doubdt- 
ing the efficacy and the harmlessness of this health practice, But there is 
little hope that those individuals who see in fluoridation the threat of a 
Soviet inspired project will ever be converted to our way of thinking, Rather 
than wasting time attempting to do so, we should continue with even greater 
emphasis to collect more and more evidence supporting our point of view in 

the matter, For while such evidence will not convince some of the opposition 
it will serve to reduce the spread of opposition among those called upon to 

go to the polls to secure referenda endorsement of fluoridation, 


Even the Seattle tragedy is open to correction, It is to be hoped that 
that correction will not need to await the influence of the toothache induced 
sobs of Seattle children unnecessarily the victims of caries in 1960, In 
Seattle and in all those areas where shortsightedness presently exists it is 
up to an informed profession to continue to supply the factual material that 
will offset the absurd arguments being used against the health benefits of 


fluoridation, 


HISTORY OF PUBLIC H3ALTH DaNTISTRY 


Of late, for reasons that need not be here detailed, we have been delving 
“into the subject of "the history of public health dentistry." It has been 

an interesting study, principally because of the questions it has raised 

as to what constitutes an historic event, how far back to go and how far 


afield, 


But an additional interest comes from pondering on the contributions 
and influence of individuals who within recent years as members of the 

American Association of Public Health Dentists were helping make public _ 
health dentistry history and who have been called to the great B Beyond, This 
being the Bulletin for May, the month of a national Memorial Day, it seems 
fitting to recall them, their work, their comradeship, 


There may be others (we hope not) but we wish to mention four—Talley 
Ballou, Vern Irwin, Leon Kramer and N. H, Baker, Bach made history, each . 
is an historic figure in our field of public health. To scme newcomers to 

. our ranks these names may be unknown or, at most, legendary. But each 
helped blaze a trail for others to follow, 


‘So, readers, pause just a moment and pay a due tribute to them and to 
their accomplishments by sending out across the cosmic | Senge? a whispered, 
"Hi ya! fellows," 
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WOTES and NEWS 


BALTIMORE 


Shortly vrior to the announced date of inaugurating the fluoridation of 
the Baltimore public water supply opposition to the project was initiated in 
the City Council by the introduction of a Resolution prohibiting such action, 
Referred to the Council's Committee on Health three public hearings were held on 


the matter with pro and con teat ineny being 


The anti-fluoridation used the customary argu- 


“ments involving religious beliefs, socialization and regimentation, geriatric 


ill-effects and (don't laugh) the belief that the proponents owned stock in the 
chemical companies supplying the fluoride, Particularly vocal in opposition to 
fluoridation was a Baltimore radio commentator, Particularly interesting was 

the fact that not one dentist or physician appeared to testify napa fluorida- 


Hens is 


The fluoridation proponents (anti-resolution) who served as viteheobe were 
comprised of medical and dental personnel of the State and City Health Depart~ 
ments, representatives of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty (The State Medical 
Society), of component medical and dental societies, one member of the National 
Research Council, numerous lay people and lest — but far from least - Drs, F. A, 
Arnold and I. Zipkin of the U.S.P.H, Service NIRD, The quiet, forceful, 
factual statements made in favor of fluoridation by these witnesses were splendid 


and resulted in the City Council voting down the "Resalatieh* on March 24th, 


However, 28 threatened during the hearings a "tax suit! 
fluoridation has been instituted by the aforementioned radio commentator, This 
suit is now pending, it being reported that an early decision may be expected, 


Subsequent report will be made on the outcome of the suit, 


HEADQUARTERS 
The Hotel Lennox has been designated as the headquarters for the 1952 
annual meeting of the A.A.P.H.D. in St. Louis next September, 


SEATTLE DEFEAT DETAILS 


An interesting letter from Olin Hoffman to Bill Srdan reviews the details 
of the recent "fluoridation" battle that, unfortunately, resulted in a defeat 
of the proposal to fluoridate the public water supply of Seattle, Excerpts from 


the letter are as follow: 


"The opponents to fluoridation Imew and used all the tricks in the.bag to 
create hysteria, confusion and doubt, and we must admit from the vote they did a 
whale of a good job wrecking a perfectly good and legitimate public health 


measure, 


"In February of 1951 the Seattle City Council, upon recommendation of the 
local health officer, the local medical and dental societies, and the Council of 
Parents and Teachers, adopted two ordinances, one to fluoridate the city water 
supply and the other to provide monies for the project, 
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"very shortly thereafter the Seattle Municipal League, a strong represent— 
ative organization .........began pressuring the City Council to put the 
measure before a vote of the people to which the Council finally acceded, 


NA (National Nutritional League’ with no names mentioned, was organized 
to fight fluoridation, then’ later a local 'Citizens Committee Against 
Fluoridation! was organized, ami the two groups flooded the city with 
leaflets and pamphlets, A couple of local physicians, & naturapath and a 
radiologist ...... appearing on a number of platforms, radio and television 

_ were unusually vocal against the measure, Large billboard signs were also 
used by the opponents, asking the voters to vote 'no' on fluoridation, 


"The local dental and medical societies formed a’ 'Speakers! Bureau!’ 
for fluoridation, consisting of thirty-seven dentists, twelve physicians, 
and seven lay persons, This group gave a hundred and forty~one talks, 
seven radio and two T~V shows supporting fluoridation. The local dental 
society sponsored a strong ‘Citizen's Committee’ to give support to the 
project, A leaflet was developed by the. committee and was widely disseminated 
along with the A.D.A. and U,S.P.H.S,. publications, 


"The local Parent-Teacher Association Council was the first group to 
spark fluoridation of Seattle's water supply two years ago, and did a 
tremendous: job of education, we thought, but apparently the local citizenry 
felt that inasmuch as some dentists and physicians opposed the idea and 
raised considerable doubt they felt best to play safe and vote 'no' wntil 
further enlightenment and a greater unanimity of opinion had occurred 


_ among the *top brass,! 


"An ‘Americanism! pamphlet against fluoridation by W, D, Herrstrom 
of Faribault, Minnesota, was distributed by the thousands in the homes 
and office buildings and, no doubt, helped to create considerable doubt 


and confusion, 


"We lost a good fight, but our friend Fons Knutson is stepping in to 
help with a public opinion poll to learn more of the attitudes which caused 
Seattle to vote as it did, When the poll is completed, we will mail you 

@ copy for your information." 


QUERY 


In the P H S "Dental News" appears the wistful query, "If nature is 
so truly wonderful, then why didn't she make the mosquito a vegetarian?" 
Fervently echoing the "why" we are moved to wonder also why they . 

(mosquitoes) weren't made cannibalistic among themselves? 
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ILL 


Sorry to report that Bill Rumbel of Virginia has been on the sick list, 
He was missed at the Baltimore meeting of the A.P.H,A. Southern Branch, Also 
missed was Ernest Branch of North Carolina who found it impossible to make the 
trip at that time, not, however, because of illness, 


REMINISOINT 


Looking forward to the meeting in St, Louis one recalls the 1938 meeting 
there when the A.A,P.H.D. was a one year old infant. That was the year and 
meeting when, with assistance, J, G, Williams of Georgia finally procured a 
plug of "Brown Mule" during a round table bull session, 


SOUTHERN BRANCH M=ETING 


This issue contains three of the four papers presented at the April 17-19 
meeting of the A.P,H.A, Southern Branch in Baltimore, Disappointing as was the 
number in attendance at Dental Section sessions it was pleasant to see some 
A.A.P.H.D.'ers, Gratifying, too, was the presence of Mrs, George Bunch and 
Mrs, Allen Gruebbel, 


Southern Branch Dental Section officers elected for the 1952-3 year were: 
Chairman, Dr, A, H, Trithart, Jackson, Tennessee; Vice-Chairman, Miss Annie 
Taylor, Atlanta, Georgia; and Secretary, Dr. W, P. Kroschel, Atlanta, Georgia, 


WEW DIRECTOR 


Dr, Paul Francis assumed the duties of director of the dental program of 
the Sullivan County (Tennessee) Health Department on January 1, 1952, It is 
understood that Dr, Erwin, the health officer, would like very "much to add one 
or two dental hygienists to his staff, 


MBETING AWWOUNCEMENT 


The University of Minnesota School of Dentistry announces the Seventh ~ 
Annual Seminar for the stuiy and practice of Oral Medicine, September 25-27, 
1952, to be presented through the facilities of the Center for Continuation 


Study. 


The purpose of the seminar is to bring into one fold men of research, 
teachers, and practitioners in an effort to correlate the fundamental health 
sciences with the practice of dentistry, Ten distinguished speakers will dis- 
cuss topics related to this field, Further information may be obtained by 
writing to the Director of Postgraduate Dental Training, Jenter of Continuation 
Study, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota, 
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INSTITUTE 


Dr, Ruth Puffer, Director of Statistical Service, and Dr. Carl Sebelius, 
Director of Dental Hygiene Service of the Tennessee Department of Public 
Health, participated in the Institute of Public Health conducted by the 
Central Service, Veterans Administration Hospital in Tuskagee, Alabama, 

on March 16-19, 1952, Dr, Puffer presented the subject of "Important 

Trends in Public Health as Illustrated by Statistics," and Dr, Sebelius 
served as a member of a symposium on "Water Fluoridation and the Dental 
Caries Problem," The moderator was Dr, J. F. Volker, and the other 
participants were Drs, Sidney Finn and Zachary Stadt, 


ERROR 


The February Bulletin item giving the program of the A,P,H.A, Southern 
Branch Dental Section meeting incorrectly listed Dr, W. P, Kroschel as to 
speak on the subject of "The Role of the Dental Hygienist in Local Dental 
Health Programs," This topic was presented by Miss Louise Coira, R.D.H., 
while Dr, Kroschel, as the luncheon speaker, discussed "The Role of the 
Federal Government in State and Local Dental Health Programs." The pub- 


lished error is regretted, 


TRAILER OPERATING 


Sponsored by the Dental Auxiliary of the Tennessee Fifth District 
Dental Society a trailer was purchased by the Nashville (Tennessee) City 
Health Department and, in March, put into operation in that area, 
Dr. J, P, Lipscomb and William L, Scholes assisted by Mrs, Laura Bacon, 
D.H., will be in charge of the trailer program, 


A.D.A. WILL DATA FROM 25,000 DaNTISTS 
NATION-WIDE SURVEY TO CHSCK DENTAL WEEDS 


Nearly one-third of the nation's dentists will be asked to cooperate 
in a nation-wide survey of dental needs to be conducted during May by the 


American Dental Association, 


Purpose of the survey, directed by the A,D,A, Bureau of Economic 
Research and Statistics, is to measure the extent and scope of the national 
dental problem, according to age, sex, size of community and income of the 
patient, It will be similar to the survey conducted by the Association 


in 1940, 


Questionnaires will be sent to 25,000 dentists throughout the country 
early in May, Each dentist receiving the questionnaire is urged to answer 
each question as completely as possible and to return the completed form 
as promptly as possible to the A.D.A. Bureau, A return envelope will be 
enclosed for each dentist's convenience, 


| 
‘ 


256 


The questionnaires will request information about the dental needs of 
10 consecutive patients, Included will be questions dealing with number of 
fillings, dentures, extractions and other dental operations and treatment, 
All dentists who receive the questionnaire are urged to sii By fully in 
providing the requested information, 


In addition to serving as a measurement of whether dental needs are 
greater or less than they were in 1940 during the former survey, the new study 
will provide a basis for future years, 


The study for the first time will include information about children and 
thus can provide a gauge for the future of such comparatively new preventive 
measures as fluoridation of public water supplies and topical applications of 
sodium fluoride as well as dental health education, By the end of 1951, more 
than 200 cities and towns were fluoridating their water supplies, é 


The compilation of factual data on dental needs will be particularly 
helpful in the development of sound and practical dental health programs, Such 
information will also serve effectively to counter the unsupported propaganda 
in favor of unworkable health schemes, 


Individual dentists also may be interested in using the results of the 
survey to compare the dental needs of their patients with the average for the 
nation, 


An appeal for the cooperation of all dentists who receive a questionnaire 


was made by Mr, B, Duane Moen, Director of the Bureau of Economic Research 
and Statistics, 


“The success of the survey depends on the cooperation of all dentists 
receiving questionnaires," he said, "Dentists will be making a significant 
contribution to knowledge of the dimension of national dental needs by filling 
out the questionnaires completely and carefully," 


The names of the 25,000 dentists who will receive the questionnaires will 
be chosen in such a way as to provide a valid representation of the profession 
throughout the entire nation, Dentists will be selected in provortion to the 
total population of each community, thus assuring a thorough cross-section 
measurement of dental needs of the general public, 


(Editor's note:- It strikes us that public health dental personnel 
may be of tremendous value in this survey by 
stressing, at every opportunity, to possible 
recipients of the questionnaire, the importance 

of accurate and prompt compliance with its 
requested use), 
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The Tennessee Junior Chamber of Oommerce has adopted the fluoridation 
of public water supplies as one of its state-wide projects, following the 
suggestion of Dr. Frank Bowyer who presented the proposal, Knowing the 
doctor we are certain he was quite persuasive, _ And’ the fact that’ the Jaycee 
President, W, M, Patterson of Union City, Tennessee, and Secretary, John 
Nelson of Jackson, Tennessee, are both dentists undoubtedly aided the cause, 


STADT STATISTICS 


Space limitations prohibit the publishing in full of the reports on 
"Fluoridation" as compiled by Dr, Zachary Stadt, Dental Health Officer of 
the Charlotte, N. 0., City Health Department, The "General Summary" and 

a portion of the "Supplement" to his December 28, 1952, report serves, 
however, to demonstrate the growth of fluoridation projects, From the 
Stadt report the following statistics on fluoridation projects in operation 


are quoted: 


Fluoridation - North America 
GENERAL SUMMARY 


E, 


United States Status States Places Population 
In Operation 37 159 4,175,259 
136 11,086,392 


Approved 32 (& D.C.) 
Under Consid, 267 18,482,243 


562 33, 743,89 


TOTAL 45 (& D.C.) 


| A corrected total would account for population increases since the 
1950 census (since the 1940 census in some instances) and those on 
the distribution system who are not included in the community popu- 
lation census, If we allow 5 per cent for these, the corrected’ 
total would be 33,743,894 plus 5 per cent (1,687,194) or 35,431,088, 


Hill, Jelinek and Blayney (Jnl.Dn.Res, 28:398, Aug. 1949) estimated that. 
in 28 states, around 3,000,000 people are using water containing natural 
fluoride at 0.90 parts per million or higher, When more complete reports 
are available from places with natural fluoride, it is likely that the 
original estimate will be increased by 1,000,000, Hence, there is the 
possibility that during the year 1952-1953 the following may be the 
situation in the U, S. A.: 


a, People receiving natural fluoride—bearing water 4,000 ,000 | 
(0,90 ppm or more) 
b. People receiving fluoride—treated water 35,431,088 


Total: 39,431,088 
Around 16,750 public water supplies provide approximately 100,000,000 
people with potable water, hence it is possible that during 1952-3 - 
around 40 per cent of these people may be receiving water with natural | 
applied fluorides, 
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SUPPLEMENT 
to Stadt Report 


Communities fluoridating water supplies prior to January 1952 but not 
included in tabulation of Stadt Renort, 


The following additional communities had started fluoridation projects 
prior to January 1952, according to the questionnaire conducted by the 
COUNCIL ON DIITAL HOALTH 


Arkansas Maryland Pennsylvania 
Crossett Hagerstown Ebensburg 


Nettleton 

North Little Rock Michizan Texas 

Walnut Ridge Monroe Sweetwater 

Wellington 

Illinois New York 

Chester Olean Washington 

Norwood Village 

Indiana Oregon 

Columbus Eugene Wisconsin 

Zionsville Berlin 


Spring Green 


PICTURDS PAR EXCELLENCE 


Pictures ~ in color - taken on his last year's trip to Europe were brought 
to the recent Baltimore meeting by Carl Sebelius, The best way to describe 
their excellence is to say that Carl is as good a photographer as he was 
secretary of the A.A.P.H.D. Those privileged to see them importuned him to take 
them to St, Louis so others may have the opportunity to "follow" Carl through 
Scandinavia and the British Isles, He has promised to do so, 


THATKs! 


To Tim Drew, Dental Health Director, of the wide open spaces of Wyoming, 
for a copy of the Wyoming "News Letter" put out jointly by the State Department 
of Health and the State Dental Association, Sdited by Tim the News Letter is 
as breezy and homey as he — and filled with touches of humor that mark it (as 
is intended) as more of a "builder of public relations" than a medium for pre- 
senting scientific data, One could safely wager it serves well its purpose and 
that recipients look forward to receiving each issue, E 


While quotes from it in these pages cannot be given in this issue, we hope 
to receive it regularly. And we suspect (being of a suspicious character) that 
we may infer that Tim is suggesting that the Buljetin could stand a touch more 
of levity than comes from the be~labored items re Joe Doakes, This thought 
gives birth to an idea — namely, ...... but wait for the August Bulletin to 


see if the idea materializes, 
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THAWKS, TOO 


To Carl Sebelius for a truly liberal contribution to Notes and News, 


Each quarter at least one item should be forthcoming from every State, Why 


not send 'em in,.....for the August Bulletin before July 20th, please, 


AMEN! 


"In the interest of improved oral health, the executive council of 


Noted too late for publication in the February Bulletin, the following 
item from the A.D.A, Council on Dental Health News Letter is of such timeless 
character as to make it appropriate for any Builetin, 


the Dental Society of the State of New York recently passed resolu- 
tions to encourage and stimulate through its educational and profes- 
sional groups the cooperation of dentists with public health 
departments and community agencies, The resolutions are in accordance 
with the american Dental Association's recognition that public health 
dentistry is important to national health and weifare, that it is an 
integral part of the prefessional advancement of dentistry as an oral 
service and that community health organizations and public health 
agencies are dependent upon the cooperation of the professions for 


their effective functioning, "! 


PROMOTING "DO's" aD "Dow'T' sn 


Worthy of re~publication herein ~ indeed, worthy of memorization by those 
actively engaged in promoting fluoridation projects - is the following excerpt 


from a recently published A.D.A. pamphlet entitled "Securing Community 


Acceptance for Fluoridation": 


Describe fluoridation as a "nutri- 
tional," tooth-building" or "public 
heal th" measure, 

Describe fluoridation as Nadding 
fluoride to water deficient in this 
mineral", ."supplementing water with 
fluoride", ."fortifying our water 
with fluoride," "controlled fluori- 
dation," 

Describe the objectives of fluori- 
dation as "building stronger teeth 
which are more resistant to dental 
decay," 

Point out that the dental society's 
backing fluoridation is part of its 


DO NOT refer to fluoridation as 
"therapeutic", "medicative," "artifi- 


DO NOT, ee 


cial," "experimental," 
Do OT refer to fluoridation as 


“treatment of water, "mass medication," 


or "mass treatment." Avoid such 
terms as “injecting! fluorides into 
the water supply. This implies a 
medicative procedure, 

DO i10T let onponents of fluoridation 
involve you in "mud—slinging" or 
"name~calling," Never put yourself 


or the denial society in the position 
of seeming to “insist on" or "demand" 


fluoridation, On 
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DO, 


pledge to do everything possible to 
improve the dental health of the 
veople, especially children, At all 
times maintain the position that as a 
professional man, your sole objective 
is to present the latest scientific, 
factual data on fluoridation in an 
objective and helpful way, so the 
public may be fully informed of its _ 
benefits, The dentist and his society 
are "urging" and "requesting" consid-— 
eration of fluoridation, They are — 
not "insisting" on or "demanding" it, 
Keep statements positive, in terms of 
what fluoridation has been proved to 
accomplish, what it will accomplish 
in your community, You have all the 
evidence on your side, Keep state- 
ments positive, confident and optim- 
istic, Fluoridation is a nutritional 
measure, It is endorsed by practically 
all professional and scientific bodies, 
It will cut tooth decay in future 
generations by 60-65%, 

Emphasize that over 209 American 
communities are presently (Feb, 1952) 
fluor idating their drinking water, 
that many have been doing it for 
several years, and that hundreds more 
are presently considering the ne: ver 
or have approved it, 


DO NOT... 


NEVER question the sincerity of any 
opposition, or their right to fully 
express their views, NEVER attack any 
individual or group which may be opposed 
to fluoridation on religious grounds, 
AVOID NEGATIVE ARGUMENTS. 

Never repeat the opposition's assertions 
that fluoridation is “adding a harmful 
chemical to water," or that fluoridation 
may have injurious systemic effects, 
Counteract such assertions with positive 
re-statements of the actual facts, 
Repeating misstatements even for pur- 
pose of denial, only gives them wider 
circulation, 

DO NOT engage in arguments with indi- 
viduals, nor attempt to defend every 
assertion made by the oppenents, Your 
conviction of the benefits and safety 
of fluoridation is based on study by 
all the recognized health authorities 

in the United States, You do not need 
to defend your conviction on the basis 
of personal technical knowledge, 


RESIGNATION 


A letter from Hugo Kulstad annownces his resignation from the position of 
Chief of the Division of Dental Health, California State Department of Public 
Health, He will enter the practice of pedodontics in Bakersfield, California, 


"some time after July 1." 


FORT WORTH FOR FLUORIDATION 


Opposition to the fluoridation of the Fort Worth (Texas) public water 
supdly was over-ridden by the City Council on May 7th, The opposition was 
largely comprised of osteopaths according to Dr, Sdward Taylor, Director of 
Dental Health, Texas State Department of Health. Dr. Taylor credits the Fort 
Worth dentists and physicians for having overcome the customary arguments of 
"mass medication" and "possible detrimental effects" and of persuading Council 
members to vote for fluoridation, 
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Fort Worth being the fourth largest city in Texas, Dr. Taylor anticipatell 
the action there will be followed by many other Texas cities and towns, q 


THS AMSRICAN BOARD OF DENTAL PUBLIC H@ALTH 


The American Board of Dental Public Health announces its first examinati@l 
will be held in St, Louis, Missouri, on September 12 and 13, 1952, following © 
the annual meeting of the American Dental Association, 


The American Board of Dental Public Health has been established upon 
the recommendation of the American Association of Public Health Dentists 
and the Dental Health Section of the American Public Health Association, 
which agencies shared in the apoointment of the initial membership, The 
Board was incorporated under the laws of Golorado in July, 1950, and its 
requirements for certification have been approved by the ADA Council on 
Dental Education and the House of Delegates, 


q 


The principle purposes of the Board are to protect and improve the 
public health by the study and creation of standards for the practice of 
dental public health in all its aspects and relationships, and to grant 
and issue to duly licensed dentists certificates of special knowledge and 
ability in preventive dentistry and dental public health, 


Persons interested in the eligibility requirements for examination q : 
and certification and in the waivers for the Founders Group should communi- @ 
cate with Dr. P, 5, Blackerby, Jr., Secretary~Treasurer, 250 Champion St., 


Battle Creek, Michigan, 
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